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Tools Comparison – Canvas vs. Blackboard 
 

Blackboard Equivalent in Canvas How To Guide(s) What’s Different in Canvas 

Collaborate Zoom  

 

Big Blue Button 

(Canvas Conference) 

How to schedule a Zoom Meeting in 

Canvas  

 

How do I create a Big Blue Button 

session in a course? 

In Canvas, Zoom and Canvas Conference (Big 

Blue Button) are available for virtual/live 

classroom and can be accessed from the 

course navigation menu.  

 

NOTE: Bb Collaborate is unavailable in 

Canvas. 

Panopto Panopto Using Panopto in Canvas 

 

How to Access Panopto in Canvas 

 

How to Embed Panopto Videos 

Panopto is available within Canvas, and it will 

function the same way as in Blackboard. 

 

Panopto allows Canvas users to capture 

videos, record lectures, live stream events. 

VoiceThread VoiceThread Instructors Guide Canvas VoiceThread will be the same as in 

Blackboard. 

No Equivalent 

Tool in Bb 

Studio Canvas Studio Overview 

 

How do I use Canvas  

 

Studio Guide 

Canvas Studio is a communication tool that 

allows instructors and students to actively 

collaborate (create, edit, share, & discuss) 

using media. 

 

NOTE: Instructor can create/upload videos, 

allow students to view, comment, create 

quizzes, and take quizzes while watching a 

video. 

No Equivalent 

Tool in Bb 

Recording 

Audio/Video 

How do I record media using the 

Rich Content Editor? 
Audio and video can be recorded within the 

Rich Text Editor directly in Canvas 

No Equivalent 

Tool in Bb 

Collaborations Collaborations 

 

How do I start a new Collaboration? 

Collaborations tool allows multiple users to 

work together on the same document at the 

same time. 

 

NOTE: Collaborations is a new tool in Canvas, 

and it is NOT Blackboard Collaborate! 

Bb SafeAssign TurnItIn TurnItIn 

 

How to create Turnitin Assignment? 

TurnItIn replaces Blackboard’s SafeAssign as 

the University’s plagiarism tool within Canvas. 

No Equivalent SpeedGrader What is SpeedGrader? 

 

SpeedGrader Overview (Video) 

Record audio & video feedback for each 

student. 

 

Use speech-to-text to give feedback. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkH22yeMmIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkH22yeMmIc
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-use-the-Conferences-Index-Page/ta-p/902
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-use-the-Conferences-Index-Page/ta-p/902
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-b96G911W4
https://support.panopto.com/s/article/Add-Panopto-and-Videos-to-Your-Canvas-Course-Faculty
https://support.panopto.com/s/article/Embed-Panopto-Videos-in-a-Canvas-Course-Faculty
https://voicethread.com/howto-categories/instructors/
https://fast.wistia.net/embed/iframe/7jn7ehgmim
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-use-Canvas-Studio-through-my-Canvas-Course-Navigation/ta-p/1710
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-use-Canvas-Studio-through-my-Canvas-Course-Navigation/ta-p/1710
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/How-do-I-use-Canvas-Studio-through-my-Canvas-Course-Navigation/ta-p/1710
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Studio/tkb-p/studio
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-record-media-using-the-Rich-Content-Editor-as-an/ta-p/864
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-record-media-using-the-Rich-Content-Editor-as-an/ta-p/864
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Canvas-Basics-Guide/What-are-Collaborations/ta-p/61
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Instructor-Guide/How-do-I-create-a-Google-Docs-collaboration-as-an-instructor/ta-p/634
https://help.turnitin.com/integrity/instructor/canvas.htm
https://help.turnitin.com/integrity/instructor/canvas/assignment-setup/creating-an-assignment.htm
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-2583
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Video-Guide/SpeedGrader-Overview-Instructors/ta-p/382107
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